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Il Burdett investigates the property on the market in
Cornwall - a good bet for those considering a second home

HERE’'S nothing
like a looming
Bank Holiday to
make you wish you
had a second home
you could escape
to for a few days
without the hassle of planning
and booldng. Just up and go.

And while the British weather
does not seem to realise its holi-
day time the BA strikes and the
pounds’ current weakness
against the Euro make a UK
base more attractive.

North Wales has traditionally
been the seaside playground for
these parts, but the county in
vogue at the moment is Cornwall
which has reinvented itself as the
most stylish British seaside loca-
tion.

The Eden Project, the Tate at
St Ives, Jamie Oliver and Rick
Stein, even the latest Hockbuster
Alice in Wonderland which was
filmed here (Antony House near
Torpoint is the country house
where the film begins) have all
helped to raise its nrofile.

Being at the other end of the
country, it may not seem too
handy, but the increase in
regional flights means it is per-
fectly possible to leave the office
at 4pm and get the 6.40pm Air
South West flight from Man-
chester down to Newquay and

return on the 6.30am on Mon-
day morning,.

I did it the other weekend and
if youjust have handluggage it is
a bit like catching a propellered
bus. You have to change at Bris-
tol, but you literally get off one
plane, walk round the corner
and get on another. And you can
be eating dinner in Cornwall by
nine on Friday and back at the
office by 9am Monday.

Second homes are changing,
too. Time was that if you could
afford it you bought a cute cot-
tage on the beach orin a village
and visited a couple of times a
year. Not very effi-
cient either finan-
cially or imewise and
it understandably

upsets the locals.

The modern
Options now are rent-
ing: the standard has
soared and you can
rent for the season;
fractional ownership
where you buy a
share in a property
and a given length of time; and
buy a property outright on a
scheme but lease it back to get
rental income.

Julianne Shelton is a partner
in Cornish Gems which has
recently launched an off-shoot
Cornish Cribs, a website dedi-

cated to top end properties that
can be rented out at top end

rices. How about £8k a week

or vast modern mansion of glass
overlooking the unspoiled town
of Megavissay on the south coast.
It is already booked up tor most
of April and May.

These are multmillion pound
properties boasting gadgetry
that rivals any Bond film with
home cinemas, swimming pools,
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saunas, gyms and hot tubs and
superb sea views

She said: “In the past it has

been rare for properties of this

calibre to come onto the rental

market but we have

managed to find a

limited number of

really amazing homes

that appeal tothe top

end of the market.

“These are high

net worth individuals

and celebrities who

want to holiday in

Cornwall but want to

stay inplaces asleast

as luxurious as their

own homes and which are either

secluded or have large private

grounds so their privacy is pro-

tected. There’s no doubt that this

will raise the bar of holiday let-
ting in Cornwall.”

Think fractional ownership

and you think timeshare and

apartment blocks in  the

Canaries. But one company in
Cornwall is offering Fractional



stakes in a couple of top quality
barn conversionson the edge of
Bodmin Moor.

You can buy a share in Tre-
grenna Barns from under
£40,000, choosing which weeks
you want to go and you can sell
on when you want. The barns,
one three bedroom and a five
bedroom, will be maintained and
fully managed by the developers
so the owners can just turn up
and enjoy.

Robin Barrasford from Bar-
rasford and Bird Worldwide
whichis handling the sales said:
“We think it is the ideal way to
have a holiday home without the
hassle of whole home owner-
ship.”

IJE buying just a share of a
property sits uncomfortably
with you, but you like the idea of
no maintenance and access to
good facilities, then how about a
new holiday lodge that you buy
outright but can put backinto a
rental pool to generate income,

The Cornwall Estate and Spa
just outside St Austell is just
beautiful and has again raised
the level of accommodation in
Cornwall.

The original handsome manor
house was saved on the verge of
ruination by the local boss of the
Rodrum (Holdings) Group Ltd
andis now a sumptuous and styl-
ish hotel open to all. In the 43
acres of grounds they have built
the first 22 of 60 two and three
bedroomed homes which are
available freehold. They are well
done with generous bedrooms
onthe ground floor and five star
bathrooms while the first floor is
an open plan space with access
to a wide decklooking out over
the parkland.

You can if you want simply
buy one and keep it all to your-
self,but in this climate everyone
has to make their investments
work harder and you can make
it available to rent out through
the estate management com-
pany for anything from fourto

46 weels of the year. Opt for the
latter and sign up for two years

and they are offering a guaran-
teed return on your investment.

The first phase has just come
onto the market and as an incen-
tive they are including all the fur-
nishings and equipment (which
are top notch) and the VAT
which brings a two bed (which
cansleep six) inat £299.950 0ra
three bed (sleeps eight) for
£394,000.

It also gets you accessnot on
to the hotel’s stylish bar but also
its two restaurants and the
Clearing Spa complex which has
an infinity pool looking out over
a restored wall garden, great
gym if that’s your thing and a
whole wing of reatment rooms.

Sam Weller, sales director for
the scheme, said: “Thereis noth-
ing elselike thisin Cornwall that
offers such good quality new
homes with access to suchtop
class facilities.

“Time is precious and when
people come away they want to
be able torelax immediarely. The
Cornwall is also five minutes
from some of the south coast’s
most beautiful and secluded
beaches and half an hour from
the airport. “It is also benefitting
the local area. People who buy
here are not takdng homes away
from local people and we have
made a point of employing and
training local staff and the hotel
is open to everyone.”

» More info: The Cornwall -
thecornwall.com - 01726
874545 Email: salesi@the
cornwall.com. Cornish Cribs -
cornishcribs.com. Tregrenna
Barns - bandbw.co.uk 01822
611116. Air South West -
Flights from Mcr from £73 one
way. airsouthwest.com
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TOP END Properties from Cornish Cribs off a
home-from-home for the super-wealthy







